CEO Endorsement Letter (on company letterhead)
Dear Friends:

Lake County is a very special place to live and work.  We are very fortunate to have the network of health and human services that help all of us, directly or indirectly, maintain a strong community.

That's why again this year, (Company name) is proud to run a United Way of Lake County campaign in our workplace.   By choosing to give and directing your gift to United Way's Community Fund, you help support 72 local programs that collectively gave more than 154,000 services to Lake Countians in 2009 alone.

This campaign is a way for our organization to do its part in helping to preserve our quality of life and to help those in need.  
I recognize charitable giving is a personal decision.   You'll decide for yourself whether you want to take part in this campaign.   My expectation is that we will all take the time to understand and learn about United Way.   It is only then that we can truly make an informed charitable decision.   

I do want to briefly explain why we think United Way of Lake County is the best way for you to help our community:
· Local:  Neighbors helping neighbors right here in Lake County. This is your United Way.

· Volunteer-driven:  Program and funding decisions are made by Lake County volunteers.
· Efficient:  81¢ of every dollar collected goes directly to programs that help people in need.
Just look at what you can accomplish with a gift of $2.00 per week…

· 30 hot, nutritious lunches for our senior citizens at a senior congregate meal site, or
· 2 nights of safe shelter for a mom & her two children escaping domestic abuse, or
· 2 days of specialized infant formula for a sick infant born into a struggling family
There is so much more to learn.   I challenge you to continue your education about United Way of Lake County; this will help you with your own personal decision regarding your contribution.
Sincerely,

(CEO signature)

